
 

 

Rev. Jamie Retallack 
716-848-9683 

Welcome to St. John’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Lancaster  

Sunday Worship 



 

 



 

 

6th Sunday after Epiphany 
February 16, 2025 

 
The Prelude  

The Greetings  

Confession and Forgiveness  
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, our creator,  
our protector, our wellspring of life. Amen. 

 
Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, 

let us confess our sin.  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Merciful God, you speak blessing and compassion into the world. 
Forgive us for the ways we act with judgment, cruelty, or 
indifference. We ignore the needs of our neighbors; we resist your call 
to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity and fear; we assume the 
worst about one another. Cleanse us from our faults and release us 
from their grasp. Show us your lovingkindness. Restore our hearts 
and repair your world, that we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen. 
 
God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have 
redeemed you. I have called you by name. You are mine.” In + Christ, 
you are forgiven. In the Spirit, you are made free. Refreshed by the waters 
of mercy, live anew as beloved children of God. Amen. 



 

 

The Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray...Living God, in Christ you make all things new. 
Transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, and 
in the renewal of our lives make known your glory, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Opening Hymn                                              WOV 763 
 

Let Justice Flow like Streams 

Reprinted with permission under One License #A-740145. All rights reserved. 



 

 

The First Reading 
 Jeremiah 17:5-10 

 
Thus says the Lord: 

Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals 
and make mere flesh their strength, 

whose hearts turn away from the Lord. 
They shall be like a shrub in the desert, 

and shall not see when relief comes. 
They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, 

in an uninhabited salt land. 
Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, 

whose trust is the Lord. 
They shall be like a tree planted by water, 

sending out its roots by the stream. 
It shall not fear when heat comes, 

and its leaves shall stay green; 
in the year of drought it is not anxious, 

and it does not cease to bear fruit. 
The heart is devious above all else; 

it is perverse—who can understand it? 
I the Lord test the mind and search the heart, 

to give to all according to their ways, 
according to the fruit of their doings. 

 
This is the Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 



 

 

Psalm 1 
Read responsively  

 
Happy are those 

who do not follow the advice of the wicked, 
or take the path that sinners tread, 

or sit in the seat of scoffers; 
 

but their delight is in the law of the Lord, 
and on this law they meditate day and night. 

 
They are like trees 

planted by streams of water, 
which yield their fruit in its season, 

and their leaves do not wither. 
In all that they do, they prosper. 

 
The wicked are not so, 

but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
 

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 

 
for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, 

but the way of the wicked will perish. 



 

 

The Alleluia 

Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

 
Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can 
some of you say there is no resurrection of the dead? If there is 
no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; and 
if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in 
vain and your faith has been in vain. We are even found to be 
misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised 
Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not 
raised. For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been 
raised. If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you 
are still in your sins. Then those also who have died in Christ 
have perished. If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we 
are of all people most to be pitied. 
 
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits 
of those who have died. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 



 

 

The Gospel Reading 
Luke 6:17-26 

Glory to you, O Lord 

 
[Jesus] came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a 
great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Ju-
dea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon. They had come to hear 
him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled with 
unclean spirits were cured. And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, 
for power came out from him and healed all of them. Then he looked up 
at his disciples and said: 

“Blessed are you who are poor,                                                                                   
for yours is the kingdom of God. 

“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. 
“Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 

“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, re-
vile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that 
day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is 
what their ancestors did to the prophets.                                                                                    

“But woe to you who are rich,                                                                                    
for you have received your consolation. 

“Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry. 
“Woe to you who are laughing now,                                                                              

for you will mourn and weep. 

“Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors 
did to the false prophets. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                                                                   
Praise to you, O Christ 



 

 

Hymn of the Day                 LBW 504 
 

O God, My Faithful God 

The Sermon   
Rev. Jamie Retallack 



 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for 
the church, the world, and all of creation.  A brief silence. 
 
Blessed is your church transformed by your Spirit. Give us cour-
age to proclaim to all people the promises made true in the death 
and resurrection of Christ. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Blessed is creation. As earth experiences destruction from harm-
ful practices and climate change, give us courage to help bring 
about its restoration. Encourage those who work in forestry to be 
a voice for the hidden places of creation and provide skills for its 
conservation. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Blessed are the nations. We pray for presidents, prime ministers, 
and leaders of nations. Grant that their courage will not run dry 
in the face of challenge, but that they will delight in the fountain 
of your righteousness. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Blessed are those in need. Give to all facing illness wise and car-
ing doctors, nurses, and therapists. Draw close to those who feel 
far from you or who are suffering in any way (especially Edna 
Mann, Tom & Ruth Morse, Jackie Wolfram, Bruce Jacobs, Dave, 
Jay, Heather, Denise Krueger, Eoin Mast, Lee Babirad, Sara 
Hermsmeyer, Susan Wilson, Lisa J, Donna, Carol A, Dee, Linda 
Dean, Andrea, Cindy, Joshua, Scott, Pastor Tim, Michael, and 
Pat). Provide an extra measure of your grace and love. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 



 

 

Blessed is this congregation. Like a tree planted by streams of 
water, we are nourished by faith in you. Provide courage in 
times that feel dry, trusting that you sustain us in many ways. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Blessed are those saints who now rest in your peace. Through 
lives of both sorrow and joy, challenge and triumph, they pro-
vide witness of faith in all times. May their lives be a witness to 
the living. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain 
hope that your promise is revealed among the people. Amen. 



 

 

The Sharing of the Peace  
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 

The Apostles’ Creed                                                          
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.   

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.   
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the virgin Mary.   
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell.   

On the third day he rose again.   
He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Prayers of the Church 
 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain 
hope that your promise is revealed among the people. Amen. 



 

 

The Offertory Music 

The Offertory Hymn 

Reprinted with permission under One License #A-740145. All rights reserved. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

The Offertory Prayer 
  

God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abun-
dance to the depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to your ser-
vice: our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. Let us overflow with 
gratitude and generosity, now and always. Amen. 



 

 

The Sanctus 

The Preface 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of 
a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the 
Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle 
of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



 

 

The Invitation 

The Lamb of God 

Words of  Institution 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took the 
bread, and after giving thanks He broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples,  saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, poured out for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Communion Music 
LBW 212, WOV 709 



 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Lord remember us in your kingdom  
and teach us to pray… 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory;  
forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Communion Blessing 
 
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

The Benediction 

The Sending Prayer   
 

Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy 
gifts of food and drink. Strengthen us for service, and send us 
out to embody your good news of liberation and healing for the 
sake of the world. In the name of Christ we pray, Amen. 



 

 

   The Sending      
Go in peace. Live in hope. 

Thanks be to God. 

Sending Hymn                                         LBW 530 
Jesus Shall Reign 



 

 

The People of St. John’s Welcome You for Worship Today! 

This Week at a Glance 

Sunday 2/16 9am Bible Study  

Sunday 2/16 9:30am Joysingers 

Sunday 2/16 10:00am Worship 
Sunday School 

Sunday 2/16 11am Coffee Hour 

Monday 2/17 4:00pm Guiding Eyes 

Monday 2/17 7:30pm  Queen City Chordsmen  

Tuesday 2/18 9:30am Quilters 

Tuesday 2/18 7pm NA Meeting 

Thursday 2/20 1pm Bible Study  

Thursday 2/20 6:30pm Handbell Practice 

Thursday 2/20 7pm Book Club 

Thursday 2/20 7:30pm Choir Practice 

Saturday 2/22 5:30pm Worship 

Sunday 2/23 9:00am Bible Study 

Sunday 2/23 9:30am Joysingers 

Sunday 2/23 10:00am Sunday School 
Worship/Baptism 

Sunday 2/23 11am Confirmation Class 

If you would like a pastoral visit for any reason, please call the office                  
or call Pastor directly on his cell  @ (716) 848-9683.   



 

 

We pray for: Edna Mann, Tom & Ruth Morse, Jackie Wolfram, Bruce Ja-
cobs, Dave, Jay, Heather, Denise Krueger,  Eoin Mast, Lee Babirad, Sara 
Hermsmeyer, Susan Wilson, Lisa J, Donna, Carol A, Dee, Linda Dean, 
Andrea, Cindy, Joshua, Scott, Pastor Tim, Michael, and Pat 

 QR Code for Offering 

Using your camera app you can scan the 
QR code to go to St. John’s donation 

page where you can make a one-time or re-
curring offering! Thank you for giving! 

Grape juice & gluten free wafers are available for Communion  

GOT SNEAKERS??? Guiding Eyes for the Blind is having a sneaker 
drive with a sneaker recycling organization called GotSneakers. If you 
would like to help, please bring in your used/old sneakers and deposit them 
in the receptacle in the Fellowship Hall marked GotSneakers? Thank you! 

Offering: 2/2/2025:$2028.00 

The next Book Club selection is THE AVIATOR'S WIFE  
by Melanie Benjamin. The club will meet for discussion  

on Thursday, Feb. 20th at 7:00 PM. All are welcome! 

YOUTH 

LUTHERAN YOUTH EVENT: Lasertron Lock-in. Feb 28-Mar1: 
Event begins at St Paul’s Lutheran Church, 4007 Main St, Eggertsville, 
then moves to Lasertron, 5101 N Bailey Ave, Buffalo. Transportation pro-
vided if needed. Contact Kelly S for details. 



 

 

Altar Flower Dates Available:                                                                           
2/23, 3/2, 3/9, 3/16, 3/23, 3/30 - $30 for two bouquets 

GOT SNEAKERS??? Guiding Eyes for the Blind is having a sneaker 
drive with a sneaker recycling organization called GotSneakers. If you 
would like to help, please bring in your used/old sneakers and deposit them 
in the receptacle in the Fellowship Hall marked GotSneakers? Thank you! 

Collecting Dash’s Register Receipts: Save your Dash’s re-
ceipts and deposit them in the boxes in the Sanctuary or the 

Chapel to benefit Niagara Lutheran Health Services. Thank you! 

Confirmation Classes February 9 & 23 

Ushers 
Rich Rice 

Janet Sincebaugh 

Altar Guild 
John & Nancy 

Scarafia 

Deacon 
Kathy 
Snyder 



 

 

Your Father knows what you need                              
before you ever ask him.                                                                 

Matthew 6:8b  

We pray with confidence for:  
Edna Mann, Tom & Ruth Morse,                              

Jackie Wolfram, Bruce Jacobs, Dave, Jay, 
Heather, Denise Krueger,  Eoin Mast,                     
Lee Babirad, Sara Hermsmeyer, Susan                    
Wilson, Lisa J, Donna, Carol A, Dee,                     
Linda Dean, Andrea, Cindy, Joshua,                             
Scott, Pastor Tim, Michael, and Pat 

We pray especially for:                                    
less hate 

MORE LOVE 

St. John’s Prayer Page 



 

 MISSION STATEMENT 
St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church provides  

an inviting environment for spreading God’s Word                         
through worship, teaching, and fellowship to address                            

the spiritual needs of our congregation and community.  
Open - Inviting - Alive in Christ! 

Pastor Rev. Jamie Retallack (716-848-9683) 
Pastors Emeriti -Rev. John Swanson -Rev. John Scarafia 

Vicar Teresa J. O’Connor 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church  
55 Pleasant Avenue, Lancaster, NY 14086 

Office 683-8972 (Mon.—Thurs. 10am-3pm) 
www.stjohnslanc.org 

stjohnslancaster55@gmail.com 
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Congregation Council 
Janet Sincebaugh (President) 

Carol Graham (Vice-President) 
Karen McClintock (Secretary) 

Kathryn Snyder (Treasurer) 
 Pauline Bauer                     

Sam Gierlinger 
RaeAnn Jakubowski 

Jamie Kloc 
Marjorie Kruger 

Jeff Miller 
Rich Rice 
Paul Rudz 

Kelly Sieracki 


